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S E R M O N XVII.

The Temptation of Christ.

Matthew iv. i— ii.

'il'hen was Jesus Jed up of the fpirit into the vj'ddcrnefsy to be

tempted of the deviL And tvhen he had fajled forty days, and

forty nights^ he zvas ajterivards an hungered. And when the

iempter came to h'lm^ he faid. If thou be the Son of God, com-

mand that thffe JJones may be made bread. But he anfwered

and faid. It is written, Man Jhall not live by bread alone,

hut by every word that proceedeth out of the ?nouth of (jOD.

Then the devil taksth him up iJito the holy city, andfetteih him

on a pinnacle of the te?nple, and faith unto him. If thou be the

Son cf God ^ caft thyfelf down : for it is written. He Jhallgive

his angels charge concerning thee, and in their hands they jhall

hear thee up, lefi at any time thou dajh thy foot againjl ajlone.

Jesus faid unto him. It is written again. Thou Jl^alt not tempt

the Lord thy God. Again, the devil taketh him up into an

exceeding high mountain, and ftjeweth him all the kingdoms of the

world, and the glcry of them : and faith unto him. All thefe

things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worfinp me.

Then faith ]es\js unto him. Get thee hence, Satan : for it is

written^ Thou fhalt worfhip the Lord thy GoD, and him only

fhalt thou ferve. Then the devil leavcih him, and behold, angels

came and min'ifered unto him.

DEAR LY beloved, to-day you are Invlred to take a walk

into the wildernefs, to behold, fympathize with, and get

inflruction and comfort from a Saviour tempted. In the conflict-,

he approves himfelf to be God's beloved Son ; and the Fa-
her gives dtrmonftrabie evidence, that with, and in him, he is

indeed v/eil pleafcd. Let us Vvilh fcrious attention confider,

when.
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when, where, and how, our great ATichacl fought with and

overcame the dragon. The Kvaiigcliit Alatlhsiv is very par-

ticular in relating the preparations for, the beginning, procefs,

and iflue of this glorious and important combat.

" Then was Jesus led up of the fpirit into the wilder-

i\t{s^ to be tempted of jhe devil." In the clofe of the fore-

going chapter we arc told, that the blcfTed Jesus had been

publicly baptized, and was alfo folemnly inaugurated to his

mediatorial office, by the opening of the heavens, by the Spi-

rit of God defcending on him like a dove, and by a voice

from heaven, faying, " This is my beloved Son, in whom I

am well-plcafed ;" and then it 'was, when he came from the

folemn ordinance of baptifm ; when he was about to fliew

himfelf openly unto 7/rW ; when he was full of the Holy

Ghoft [Luke iv. i.) ; even then was he led, with a holy un-

conftrained violence, as a champion into the field, to engage

an enemy, whom he was fare to conquer. But whither is

this conqueror led ? Into a lonefome, wide, howling wilder-

ncfs : probably, fays Mr. Henry^ into the great wildernefs of

Sinai > a wildernefs, not only lonefome, but inhabited by

wild beafts. Adark i. 13. Hither was our Lord led, not

only that he might prepare himfelf by retirement and prayer,

but alfo that he might be alone, and thereby give Satan all

the advantages he could defire. In this combat, as well as

that of his lail agony, " of the people, there was to be none

with him." Neither does he content himfelf with praying,

but he fafts alfo, and that " forty days and forty nights,"

(ver. 2.): as Mofes and EUas had done, many years before,

it may be, in the very fame place. All thefe fafts were mira-

culous J and therefore, though we are taught hereby, that

fafting is a chriflian duty, yet, to pretend, in an ordinary

way, to imitate them, by fafting for fo long a term together,

is no doubt fupcrftitiou?, prcfumptuous, and fmful : but few

people, I believe, need fuch a caution.

During thefe forty days, we may fuppofe, our Lord felt

no hunger : converfe with heaven, to him was in^ead of

meat and drink: ; but " afterwards he was an hungered ;"

exceedingly fo, no doubt. And now, the imp')rtant fight be-

gins. For, then " the tempter," emphatic dly fo called, be-

caufe he firft tempted our firfl parents to fin, and hath ever

R 4 uucc
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fmce been unwearied in tempting their dcfccndants ; then the

tempter, who in an invifible manner had been attacking our

biefTed Lord all the whole forty days, when he faw him hun-

gering, and in fuch diftreiling circumflances, came to him, 2s it

fliould feem, in a vifible Ihape, and probably transformed into

the appcrarance of an angel of light. And what does he tempt

him to ? To nothing lefs, than to doubt of his being the Son

of God.'' '' If thou be the Son of God." What! put an //*

to this, Satan, after the glorious Jesus had been proved to be

God's fon, and repeatedly too in fuch a glorious manner ?

Surely, thou thyfelf couldfl not but fee the heavens opened,

and the Spirit defcending ; furely, thou didft hear the voice

that came to him from heaven, immediately after his baptifm,

faying, *' This is my beloved Son :" And doll thou now fay

unto him, " If thou be the Son of (jOD." Yes; but Satan

knew, and believed he was full well ; but he wanted to make

our Lord to doubt of it. And why ? Bccaufc he was in

fuch a melancholy fituation. As though he had faid, " If

God was thy father, he would never iuffer tiiee to ftarve to

death in a howling wildernefs, among wild brads. Surely,

the voice thou lately didft hear, was only a delufion. If thou

waft the Son of God, efpecially his beloved Son, in whom he

was fo pleafed, thou wouldil be taken more care of by him."

Thus he attacked our firft parents, by fuggefting to them hard

thoughts of their all-bountiful Creator :
" Yea, hath God

faid. Ye (liall not eat of every tree in the garden ?" '• Hath

he pli;ced you amidft fuch a variety of delicious fruits, only to

teaze and make you miferable ?" And how artfully now does

he labour to infmuate himfclf into our Lord's affeel:ions, as

he tiK'n did to ingratiate himfelf with our firfc parents. '« If

thou bfc the Son of God, fays he, come, prove it, by com-
inanciing thefe ftones (a heap of which, probably, lay very

near) to be made bread : this will demondrate thy divinity,

and reli-ve thy preiTmg neceiTity at the fame time." Thus, as

in all his other temptations, Satan would fain appear to be his

very kind friend ; but the ho'y Jesus faw through the difguifed

enmity of his antagonift ; and fcorning either to diftruil his

righteous Facher on the one hand, or to work a miracle to

plcale and gratify the devil on the other, although he had^he
Spirit of God without meafure, and might have made ufe of a

thouraii^
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thoufand other ways, yet anfwers him with a text of fcripture:

" It is written, that ir/an (hall not live by bread alone, but by
every word that proccedeth out of the mouth of God." This
is a quotation from Deuteronomy viii. 3, and contains a reafon

given by the great God, why he chofc to feed the Ifraelites

with manna ; that they might learn thereby, man doth not

live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of

the mouth of God. This our blefled Lord here applies to him-

felf; and his being in the wildernefs, made the application of it

ftill more pertinent. Ifrael was God's fon : out of Egvpt was

he called to fojourn in the wildernefs, where he was miracu-

loufly fupported. And therefore our Lord, knowing that

he was typified by this Ifrael^ and that, like them, he was
now in .1 wildernefs, quotes this fcripture as a reafon why he

fiiould not, at Satan's fuggeftion, either d fpair of receiving

help from his Father in his prefent circumflances, or difbuft

the validity of his late manifeftanoiib, or make ufc of any un-

warrantable means for his prefent relief. For a<J God was his

father, he would, therefore, either in an ordinary way fpread

a table for him in the wildernefs, or fupport and fudain him,

as he did his Iff ad of old, in fome extraordinary way or other

without it :
" For man ihall not live by bread alone, but by

every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God."
Thus is the tempter foiled in the hrft onfet ; but he hath

other arrows in his quiver, with which he will farther ftrive

to wound the immaculate Lamb of God. Since he cannot

draw him. in either to diftruft, or defpair, he will now try if

he cannot prevail on him to prefume. In order to erTeil this,

^' He taketh the bleffed Jesus up into the Holy City," or

^erufulemy called by our Saviour, the city of the Great King,

and here called holy, becaufe the holy temple was in it, and,

we would hope, many holy people. This was a populous

place, and therefore, would greatly befriend the devil's defign.

And not only fo, but " he fetteth him on a pinnacle," a

battlement or wing, " of the remp'c," the top o» which was

fo very high, that, as Jofephus obftrves, it would make a

man's head run giddy to look down from it. And fomc

think this was done at the time of public worfhip. How the

holy Jesus fufFered himftlf to be taken hiiheri whether he

was traniported through the air, or whttber he followed Satan

on
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uncertain ; but certainly it was an inilance of

amazinj; condefcenlion in our Lord, that he flioulc] permit (o

I'oul a fiend, to carry or lead his holy body about in this man-

ner. Well ! Satan hath now gotten him upon the pinnacle

of the temple, and ftill harping upon his old firing, " If

thou be the Son of God, (fays he) caft thyfclf down," and

thereby fl:ievv to this large worfhipping afiembly, (who will

affuredly then believe) that thou art God's beloved Son, un-

der the fpccial protection of heaven, and art that Meffiah,

^^ who wiis to come into the world." This was artful, very

artful. But lie feems to improve in cunning : for he brings

his Bible with him, and backs his temptation with a text of

Icripture; " For it is written, (fays he) he (hall give his

angels charge concerning thee, and in their hands they (hall

bear thee up, left at any time thou dafli thy foot againft a

Hone." But is Saul alfo among the prophets ? Does the

devil quote fcripture, yea, and feemingly fuch a very appo-

fite one too ? I fufpeCt fome defign, without doubt : for

herein, he would mimic our Lord, who, he perceived, in-

tended to fight him with this weapon j and not liking the

fharp edge of it, he thought that if he quoted fcripture, the

Lord Jesus would not employ it againft him any more.

*' It is written, (therefore faid he) he fhall give his angels

cbaro^e concerning thee, and in their hands they fliall bear

thee up, left at any time thou dafh thy foot againft a ftone :

and therefore, fmce thou art fure of fuch protection, thou

needft not fear to caft thyfelf down." This was plaufible,

and by the length of it, one would be apt to imagine, it was

a fair quotation ; but Satan takes care, not only to m/ifapply,

but alfo to maim it, purpofely omitting thefe important words,

" in all thy ways." It is true, God had given charge to

his angels, concerning his children in general, and his be-

loved Son in particular, that they fhould keep him in all his

ways ; but, if our Lord had at this time, at the devil's requeft,

and to gratify pride, thrown himfelf down from the pinnacle,

and thereby unnecefiarily prefumed on his Father's protection,

he would not have been in God's way, and therefore, would

have had no right to the promifed protection at a'.l. Satan

was aware of this, and therefore flily left out what he knew

purpofe. But is fcripture the worfe, for

being
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being abufcd or perverted by the devil, or bis emilTarics ?

No, in no vi^ife. Our Lord, therefore, lets him know, that

he fhould not throw afide this important weapon upon this

account, but puts by this home thrufl, with another fcripture :

" It is written aga'ui^ Thou flialt not tempt the Lord thy

God." Still our Lord quotes fomething out of the book of

Deuteronomy^ and hath his eye upon Jfracl in his wildernefs

ftate. Originally thefe words were dirccled to the Ifraclites in

general, and accordingly are in the plural number j but here

our Lord, as before, makes a particular application of them
to himfelf : Satan bids him caft himielf down, aflurino- him,

God had promifed in his word, to order his angels to take

care of him : Now, fays our Lord, " It is written in ano-

ther part of his word, that the Ifraclites fhould not tempt the

Lord their God, by diftrufting his goodnefs on the one

hand, or prefuming on his protecrion on the other : And,
therefore, as I would not command the ftones to be made
bread, neediefsly and diftiuftfuUy fet up to provide for myfelf

;

reither will I now prefume unnecefTarily upon God's power,

by cafting myfelf down, though placed by thee in fuch a dan-

gerous fituation."

Thus our great Afichaei ccTfics off conqueror in the fecond

aflault. And doth not the ferpent feel his hrad b.-'uifed enough

yet ? Not at all : on the contrary, being more and more en-

raged at fuch unufual oppofition, a:id want of fuccefs, " He
again taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, (what

moufitain is not very material; and fheweth him all the king-

doms of the world, and the priory of them," St. Luke adds,

" in a moment oi time :" \vi ir'- confirms the common con-

jecture, that Satan did not fhevv' our Lord really the king-

doms of the world, (for that muft have taken up more time)

but only took him r.p into an exceeding high mountain to

humour the thing, and by exerting his utmoft art, imprefled

on our Lord's imagination all at once^ a very flrong, and to

any but innocence itfelf, a very flriking profpe6l of the king-

doms of the world, and the glory of them ; not the cares ;

that would not ferve Satan's turn. He (hewed our Saviour

crowns, but never told hrm, thofe crowns were gilded with

thorns ; " He (hewed him, (fays Mr. Henry ^ my favourite

'* commentator) as in a landfcape, or airy reprefenta-ion in a

" cloud.
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<« cloud, fuch as that great deceiver could eafily frame and

*' put together, the glorious and fplendid anpearance of

*' princes, their robes and retinue, their equipage and life-

-guards ; the pomps of thrones and courts, and ftately pa-

*' laces ; the fumptuous buildings in cities ; the gardens and

*' fields about the country feats, with the various inilances of

<' their wealth, pleafure, and gaiety ; fo as might be moft

" likely to ftrike the fancy, and excite the admiration and

<« afFedion. Such was this fhew." Our Saviour very well

knew it, only lets Satan go to the full length of his tiring,

that his vidlory over him might be the more illuftrious. And

jiow, fays the devil, " All thefe things (a mighty all indeed ;

a mere imaginary bubble I) will I give thee, if thou wilt fall

down and worfhip me. He would fain have it taken for

granted, that he had fucceeded in the two preceding temp-

tations :
" Come, thou feeft thou art not the Son of God,

or if thou art, thou feeft what an unkind Father he is j thou

art here in a ftarving condition, therefore take my advice,

difown thy relation to him, fet up for ihyfelf, call me father,

afk of me bleilings, and all thefe will I give thee ; while all

that I defire in return, is but a bow, only fall down and wor-

fliip me." Here Satan difcovers himfelf with a witnefs : this

was a dcfperate parting ftroke, indeed. It is now high time

for thee, O thou enemy of fouls, to be commanded to de-

part ! Filled with a holy refentment at fuch hellifli treat-

ment, and impatient of the very thought of fetting up for

himfelf, or alienating the leaft part of his heart and affcdlions

from his Father, or dividing them betv/een his God and the

world ;
<' Then faid Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan,

(I know thee who thou art, under all thy difguifes) get thee

hence, thou grand adverfary : for it is written. Thou fhalt

worfhip the Lord thy God, and him only Ihalt thou ferve :

this is the great commandment of the law ; this is the com-

mandment my Father gave unto his Jfrael o( old, and wouldft

thou have me, who came to fulfil the law and the prophets,

thus fhamefully be a tranfgrelTor of it ? Get thee hence, I

will bear thy infolence no longer : thy other temptations

were hellifli, like thyfelf, but this intolerably fo : get thee

therefore hence, Satan : my heavenly Father is the Lord

my God, and him only will I ferve."

And
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And now the battle is over : the important combat Is cndeJ

:

Jesus hath won the fit Id : Satan is routed and totally put to

flight. " Then," when the devil found that Jesus couIJ>
withftand even the golden bait, the luft of the eye and pride of
life, in the two laft, as well as the luft of the fle(h in the firft

temptation, defpairing of the leaft fuccefs, and quite ftunned
with that all-powerful Get thee henccy Satan^ " he leaveth

him."

Hell, we may well fuppofe, like the Philiftines of old, was
confounded, and gave a horrible groan, when they faw thuHr

great GcUah^ in whom they had fo long trufted, thus (hamc-
fuUy and totally defeated in no lefs than three pitched battles.

The firft Adam was attacked but once, and was conquered
;

but the fecond Adam^ though thus repeatedly afTaulted, comes
off without the leaft fin, not only conqueror, but more than
conqueror. Think you not, that there was joy, joy unfpeak-

able in heaven, upon this glorious occafion ? Think you not

that the angels, thofe fons of God, and the multitude of the

heaveoly hoft, who fl:iouted fo loud at our Lord's birth, did

not repeat, if pofiible, with yet greater extafy, that heavenly

anthem, " Glory be to God in the higheft." For a while

they were only fpe6lators, orders, we may fuppofe, being

ilFijed out, that they fhould only wait around, but not relieve

their praying, fafting, tempted Lord ; but now the reftraint

is removed : Satan departs, and " behold, angels came and mi-

niftered unto him ;" they came to adminifter to his bodily ne-

ceffities, and to congratulate him upon the glorious and com-
pleat victory which he had gained : fome of them, it may be,

had done this kind office for Elijah long ago; and with un-

fpeakably greater joy, they repeat it to the Lord oi Elijah

now. His Father fends him bread from heaven; and by this

lets him know, that notwithftanding the horrid temptations

with which he had been attacked, he is his own beloved foo,

in and with whom he was v/ell pleafed.

And was there joy in heaven on this happy occafion ?

What equal, and if poflTible, what infinitely greater joy ought

th<rre to be among the children of God here on earth ? For we
(hould do well to remember, that our blefitd Lord in this

great fight with, and conqueft over the dragon, a6led as a

public perfon, as a falderal head of his myftical body the

church,
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church, even the CQmmon reprefentative of all believers. We
may therefore from this blcfled paflage gather ftrong confola-

tions ; fince by our Lord's conqueft over Satan, we are

thereby allured of our own, and in the mean while can apply

to him as a compafifionate High-Prieft, who was in all things

tempted as we are, that he might experimentally be enabled

to fuccour us when we are tempted.

Who, who after hearing of or reading this, can think them-

felves hardly ufed, or utterly caft ofF by God^ becaufe they

are tempted to felf-murder, blafphemy, or any other horrid

and fhocking crimes ? Who can wonder at wave being per-

mitted to come upon wave, and one trial to follow upon the

back of another? Who can admire, that Satan follows them

to holy ordinances, and tempts them to doubt of the reality

of ail their manifeflations, and of their being God's children,

even after they have enjoyed the moft intimate and delightful

communion with their heavenly Father? Was not our Lord
treated thus ? And " (hall the fcrvant be above his Lord,

or the difciple above his Mafter ?" No, it is fufHcient that

the fervant be as his Lord, and the difciple as his Mafier.

But not to dwell on a general improvement, let us fee what

particular icfTons may be learned from this affe£ling portion of

holy writ.

And F'lrfi^ was our Lord thus violently befet in the

wUder-.ufs ? then we may learn, that however profitable

folitude and retirement may be, when ufed in due feafon, yet

when carried to an extreme is hurtful, and rather befriends

than prevents temptation. Woe be to him that is thus always

alone ; for he hath not another to lift him up when he falleth,

or to advife with when he is tempted. As a hermit in America

once told me, when I afked him whether he found that way of

life leffencd his temptations ; " Doft not thou know, friend,

" (faid he) that a tree v/hich grows by itfelf, is more expofed

<' to winds and ftorms than another that flands furrounded

*' with other trees in the woods ?" Our Lord knew this,

and therefore he was led by the Spirit into the wildernefs to

be tempted of the devil. Lord, keep us from leading our-

felves into this temptation, and fuccour and fupport us when-

ever led by thy providence into it! Then, and then only, fliall

we be fafe amidft the fiery darts of the grand enemy of our

fouls.

SecondJvy
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'Secondly^ DiJ our Lord by prayer, fading, and temptation,

prepare himfelf for his public miniftry ? Surely then, all thoCe

who profefs to be inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoft to take
upon them the office and adminiftration of the church, (hould
be prepared in the fame manner. For though the knowledae
of books and men, are good in their places, yet without a

knowledge of Satan's devices be fupcradded, a miniffer will

be only like a phyfician, that undertakes to prefcribe to fick

people, without having ftudied the nature of herbs. And
hence, it is to be feared, many heavy laden and afilicted fouls

have been fent by certain miniflers, to furgeons, to be blooded

in the arm, inftead of being direded to apply to the blood of
Christ to cleanfe their hearts. Hence, convidtion is looked
upon as a delirium, and violent temptations cenfured as dov/n-

right madnefs. Hence, fouls that are truly and earncflly re-

penting of their fins, and as earneftly feeking after reft in

Christ, have been direded to plays, novels, romances, and
merry company, to divert them from beino- righteous over-

much. Miferable comforters are fuch blind guides ! Surely,

they deferve no better titles than that of murderers of fouls /

They go not into the kingdom of heaven themfelves, and
thofe who are entering in they would by this means hinder.

Go not after them, all ye young men who would be able mi-
nifters of the New Teftament ; but on the contrary, if y6u
would be ufeful in binding up the broken hearted, and pour-

ing the oil of confolation into wounded fouls, prepare your-

felves for manifold temptations. For as Luther fay^, " prayer
*' and medication, reading and temptation, make a minifter."

If now exercifed with fpiritual conflidfs, be not difheartened,

it is a good fign that our Lord intends to make ufe of you.

Being thus tempted like unto your brethren, you will be the

better enabled to fuccour and advife thofe who fhali apply to

you under their temptations. What fays the apoftle Paulf " If

we are affiided, it is for your fake." And if you are afflicted,

it is only that you may fave your own fouls, and help to fave

the fouls of thofe who fhall be committed to your charge. Be
flrong therefore in the grace which is in Christ Jesusj and

learn to endure hardnefs, like good foldiers, that are hereafter

to inftru(5f others how they mult fight the good fight of faith.

7'/:lrdIy,
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Thirdly^ Did the tempter come to Christ when he faw

him an hungered ? Let thofe of you that are reduced to a low

eftate, from hence learn, that an hour of poverty is an hour

of temptation, not only to murmuring and doubting of our

fonfhip ar.d the divine favour, but alfo to help ourfelves by

unlawful means. " If thou be the Son of God^ faid Satan,

command that thefe flones may be made bread." This is

what Jgur dreaded, " left I be poor and fteal." Learn, ye

<yodly poor, to be upon your guard, and remember that po-

verty and temptations are no marks of your being caft ofF

by God. Your Lord was an hungered
; your Lord was

tempted on this account to doubt his fonfhip, before you.

Learn of him not to diftruft, but rather to truft in your hea-

venly Father. Angels came and miniftered unto Christ ;

and he who is Lord of the angels, will fend fome kind

meil'enger or another to relieve your wants. Your extremity

Ihall be the Redeemer's opportunity to help you. Make your

wants known unto him, he careth for you. Though in a

defart, though no vifible means appear at prefent, yet you

fhall in God's due time find a table fpread for you and yours

;

*' For man doth not live by bread alone, but by every v/ord

that proceedeth out of the mouth of God."

And may not fuch among you, who are exalted, as well as

thofe who arc brought low, from Satan's taking the Lord

Jesus, and placing him upon a pinnacle of the temple, learn

alfo a leflbn of holy watchfulnefs and caution. High places

are flippery places, and are apt to make even the {^rongeft

heads and moft devout hearts to turn giddy. How neceilary

therefore is that excellent petition in our Litany, '* in all

time of our wealth, (as well as in all time of our tribulation)

(rood Lord deliver us !" Agreeably to this, Jgur prays as

much againft riches as poverty ; if he was poor, he feared he

fhould be tempted to fteal, if rich, that he fhould truft in

uncertain riche.-, and fay, who is the Lord?

1 charge, therefore, all of you, who are rich and high in this-

world, to watch and pray, left ye fall by Satan's temptation.

Thofe efpeciaily of you, that are placed as on the pinnacle of

the temple, exalted above your fellows in the church of God,

take heed in an efpecial manner unto yourfelves, left by fpiri-

tuai pride, vanity, or any other fin that doth moft eafily befes

o perfons
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perfons in fuch eminent ftations, ye caft yourfclvcs down. This
is what Satan aims at. He {{rives to make us iJeftroyers of
ourfelves. And he hath a paiticular enmity agaiuft luch as

you; he knows, that your name is Legion; and that it you
caft yourfclves down, he fliall gain a great adv.iniapc over
n^.any others j you cannot i;iil alone. O that it may be laid

of us, as tl)c papifts ufed to lay of Luther^ " 'i'hat Gerwan
*' beaft dolh not !ove gold." May the fire of divine love burn
up all the love of this prefcnt evil world, and pride of life,'

out of your hearts! This, Sntan refcrved for his laft, as Lhiiik-

ing it was the nioft powerful and prevailing temptation, " He
took our Lord up into an exceeding high mountain, ar»d

fhewed him all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of

them." He cares not how high he exalts us, or how high
he is obliged to bid, fo he can but get our hearts divided be-

tween God and the world. All this will he oif.r to give us,

if we will only fall down and woriliip him. Arm us, dear

Lord Jesus, with thy Spirit, and help us under all fuch cir-

cumftances, to learn of thee, and fay unto the tempter, " Get
thee hence, Satan ; for it is written, thou flialt worfliip the

Lord thy God, and him only (halt thou ferve."

Fourthly^ Whether befet with this or any other temptation^

let all of us learn of our Lord to fight the devil with the

fword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. Though he

had the Spirit v^ithout meafure, yet he always made ufe of

this. \Ve may fay of it, as David did of GoUah's fword,'

*' none like this," none like this. And fuppofing Satan fl:ioulc(

be permitted to transform himfelf into an angel of light, anfl

by falfe impreflions, and Jelufive applications of mifquoted

texts, attempt to turn this weapon upon us againfl ourRIves 5'

let us not therefore be prevailed on to let go, but by compar-

ing fpiritual things with fpiritual, as our Lord did, fnid out

God's mind and our duty. Had Christ's children ajid mi-

nifters only obferved this one lefTon, how much flrange fire

would quickly have h^tw extinguifhed ? how much real en-

thufiafm been eafily flopped? how many imaginary revelations

Jiave been deteiled r how many triumphs of Satan and his

emiflaries been prevented ? and how much more would the

comforts of Christ's people and minifters been continued

and increafed, not only in this prefci.tj but al;b in Qytiy ag^

Vol. V. . S «f
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of the chriftlan church ? But let us not be difcouraged or

think worfe of Christ, his caufe, or his word, becaufe

through Satan's fubtlety, any of us, or others, may have been

drawn in to make forne wrong applications of it; others have

been thus tempted and miftaken before us. However, let us

be humbled before God and man, and be excited by our paft

ignorance of Satan's devices, to adhere more clofely to the

written word, and to pray more earneflly for God's holy Spi-

rit to give us dire6lion by it. " Then will it ftill be a Ian-

thorn unto our feet, and a light unto our paths ;" we fhall yet

be enabled to behave more fkilfully under all our future trials.

Many we muft yet exped ; nay, perhaps our fevereft temp-

tations are yet to come ; Satan left our Lord, after his at-

tacking him in the wildernefs, " only for a feafon," as St.

Luke has it, until the feafon of his death and paffion. And

thus he may be permitted to deal with us. We are not yet

come to our compleat reft ; the King of terrors is yet to be

grappled with, and the valley of the fhadow of death to be

pafTed through; long before that, we may be called to endure

many a fiery trial, and be befet with manifold temptations,

under which we may be as ignorant how to behave, as under

thofe with which we have already been vifited. Alas 1 we
know not what remaining corruptions are in our hearts,

which time and temptation may draw out and difcover. Per-

haps Satan hath not yet attacked us on our weakeft fide;

when he does, if left to ourfelves, how weak (hall we be ?

It is faid of Achilles^ that he was invulnerable, except in the

heel, and by a wound in that, at laft he died. Let not him,

therefore, that putteth on the harnefs, boaft as though he had

put it off." Neither, on the other hand, let us be faint-

hearted or difmayed. Satan may tempt, but cannot force;

he may fift, but Christ will pray. He who hath helped us

already, will help us to the end. He who conquered for us

in the wildernefs, will ere long make us alfo more than con-

querors over all trials and temptations, inward and outward,

and over death and hell itfelf, through his almighty, everlaft-

ing, and never-failing love. We now fow in tears ; in a very

little time^ and we fhall reap with joy : we may now go on

our way weeping, by rcafon of the enemy opprefTing us ; buty

ere long, angels (hall, be fent, not to miaifter to us in this

wildernefs.
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wlldernefs, but to carry us to an heavenly Canaan^ even io

Abrahams bofom. Then (hall we fee this accuier and tempter

of our Lord, of our brethren, and of oiirfelves, caft out

:

this wicked one, as well as the wicked world, and wicked

heart, will no more be permitted to vex, diilurb or annoy

us.

" But woe unto you that laugh now ; for you fnall then

lament and weep.'* Woe unto you, who either believe there

is no devil, or never felt any of his teniptations. Woe unto

you that are at eafe in Z/(?^, and inlKad of flaying to be

tempted by the devil, by idlenefs, felf- indulgence, and making

continual provifion for the flefh, even tempt the devil to tempt

you. Woe unto you, who not content with finning your-

felves, turn factors for hell, and make a trade of tempting

others to fin. Woe unto you, who either deny divine reve-

lation, or never make ufe of it but to ferve a bad turn. Woe
unto you who fell your confciences, and pawn your fouls for

a little worldly wealth or honour. Woe unto you v/ho climb

tip to high places, when in church or flate, by corruption,

bribery, extortion, cringing, flattery, of bowing down to, and

foothing the vices of thofe by whom you exped to rife. Woe
-unto you ! for whether you will own the relation or not,

furely you are of your father the devil ; for the works of your

father you will do ; I tremble for you. How can you efcape

the damnation of hell.

But I have not time to follow fuch as you any farther.

This difcourfe, and the prefent frame of my mind, lead me

rather to fpeak to thofe, who by feeling Satan's fiery darts^

know afiuredly that there is a devil. Comfort thou, comf)rt

thou, thefe afHiaed ones, O Lord. O thou all-merciful and

all-bountiful God, and thou compaifionate High-Prieli, thou

once tempted, but now triumphant Saviour, as thou once didll

not difdain to be miniftered unto by angels, blefs we pray thee

this difcourfe, to the fupport and ftrengthening of thy tempted

people, though delivered by the meaneft tneflenger thou didft

ever yet employ in thy church !

I add no more. The Lord blcfs you and keep you ! The

Lord lift up the light of his countenance, ftablifh, ftreng-

then, and fettle you, and bring you to his eternal kingdom I

S 2 SERMON


